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DAEU-A      EPREUVE D’ANGLAIS (durée 3 heures) –  SESSION  juin 2011 
 
 
 
Compétence linguistique (30 pts) Ecrivez vos réponses sur cette feuille. 
 

I.  Retrouvez la phrase au style direct. (5pts) 

1. He replied he had never heard anything like this before. 
He replied: " ..................  

2. She said she would show me where she had hidden the box. 
She said: " .................................................................................  

3. He said that he had done it the day before. 
He said: " ........................................................................  

4. Helen asked her sister who he was and what he wanted. 
Helen asked: " ...................................................................................  

5. She told me not to worry about Jack's future. 
She said: "........................................................................................ 

 

II.  Mettez les phrases suivantes au passif (5pts) 

1. Postmen deliver millions of letters every year. 

2. In this firm, they will expect you to work hard. 

3. Don’t worry, somebody is taking care of me. 

4. I couldn’t go  to the meeting, they were servicing my car at the garage. 

5. What a piece of news! It must have surprised you! 

 
III.  Reformulez les phrases suivantes a l'aide d'un modal (can, must, should, etc.) sans en modifier le sens. (5 pts) 

1. Students are not allowed to smoke here. They ... 

2. I'm sure he didn't steal the bag: He . . . 

3. He is certainly resting  in bed. He . . . 

4. Perhaps he saw a flying saucer. He ... 

5. I advise you to work harder. You … 

 
IV.  Remplacez les blancs par un pronom indéfini: something /anything /nothing /somebody /anybody /nobody /somewhere 

/anywhere /nowhere (5pts) 

1. Aren't they stupid! They never understand .................................... 

2. He feels very lonely. He knows .......................................... 

3. Of course you can do this:...................................... can do such an easy exercise. 

4. Where did I put my glasses? They must be .................................................. 

5. Switch of the television: there's ................................................... worth watching 
 
V. Mettez les verbes entre parenthèses  au temps et à  la forme qui conviennent. (10 pts) 

Tony Bracket (join)…………….. our staff at West High  nine years ago. He (spend) ......................... the previous four 

years in an inner-city high school and (acquire)................................. much useful experience. For the first seven years with 

us, he( teach).................................. in the Social Studies Department, and (work) ................................. there when I 

(become)................................... Principal. Since then, he (act) ................................. as Vice-Principal of West High and in 

that capacity (prove) ................................ himself to be an outstanding personality. He (work).................................. on the 

top floor, in an office next to mine, but at the moment (work) ................................at the town Hall on the special report 

on drug abuse. 
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I .  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  ( 4 0 p t s )  
 
 

Les candidats traiteront le sujet sur la copie qui leur sera fournie en respectant l'ordre des questions et en faisant 
apparaitre Ia numérotation. Ils composeront des phrases complètes chaque fois qu'il leur est demandé de rédiger les 
réponses. Le nombre de mots indiqués constitue une exigence minimale. En (absence d'indication, les candidats 
répondront brièvement à la question posée. Les citations seront limitées aux éléments pertinents et précèdes de la mention 
de la ligne.  
 
1 .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  ( 2 , 5  p t s )  

 

The scene takes place in the USA. Find in the text the American-English equivalents of the following 
words: 

•  holiday 
•  wardrobe 
•  shopping centre 
•  flat 
•  film 

 
2 .  T h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r  ( 9 , 5p t s )  

 

a. Write a sentence about the main character (name, age, job, hometown) (20 words) (1,5 pts) 
b .  In Which city is she and why? (2pts) 
c .  What is the relationship between the main character and Mr. Lassiter? (1 pt) 
d .  Is she appreciated by him? Justify by quoting from the text. ( 2 p t s )  
e. What favour does she want her mother to do for her? (1 5 words) (3pts) 

 
3 .  T h e  m o t h e r  ( 1 4 p t s )  

 

a) Choose four adjectives from the following list and use them in a short paragraph to describe 
the mother's personality. (50 words) (8pts) 
 

loving / over-protective / bossy/ narrow-minded / indifferent/ apprehensive / over-imaginative / 
interfering / down-to-earth / rational 
 
b) What paradoxical image does the mother have of the city? Use elements from the text to 

illustrate your answer. (40 words) (6pts) 
 

4 .  T h e  d e c i s i o n  Focus on lines 29 to the end. 
 
a) What decision has the main character made? (10 words) (1pt) 

 
b) Pick out three different quotes justifying her decision.  (3pts) 

Explain in your own words what desires motivated her choice. (40 words) (4pts) 
 

c) Explain in your own words why the mother begins to cry. Give at least three reasons. (40 
words) (6pts) 

 
I I .  E X P R E S S I O N  ( 3 0 p t s )  

 
Choose one of the following. Indicate the number of words you have used. 
 

a).  Imagine you are the mother or the father and you decide to write a letter to your daughter after the 
phone conversation. (300 words) 

 
b). Using your own experience, explain how young people gradually gain independence from their 

parents. Illustrate with examples. (300 words) 
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Mary Ann Singleton was twenty-five years old when she saw San Francisco for the first time. 
She came to the city alone for an eight-day vacation. On the fifth night, she drank three Irish coffees at the 

Buena Vista, realized that her Mood Ring was blue, and decided to phone her mother in Cleveland. 

'Hi, Mom. It's me.' 
5  'Oh, darling. Your daddy and I were just talking about you. There was this crazy man on McMillan and Wife1 

who was strangling all these secretaries, and I just couldn't help thinking...' 
 'Mom ...' 

`I know. Just crazy of Mom, worrying herself sick over nothing. But you can never tell about those things. Look at 
that poor Patty Hearst2 locked up in that closet with all those awful ...' 

10 `Mom ... long distance.' 
`Oh ... yes. You must be having a grand time.' 

`God ... yes wouldn't believe it ! The people here are so friendly I feel like I've ...' 'Have you been to the 
Top of the Mark3 like I told you ?' 
'Not yet.' 

15 `Well, don't you dare miss that ! You know, your daddy took me there when he got back from the South Pacific. I 
remember he slipped the bandleader five dollars so we could dance to "Moonlight Serenade", and I spilled Tom 
Collins4 all over his beautiful white Navy ...' 

`Mom, I want you to do me a favor.' 
 `Of course, darling. Just listen to me. Oh ... before I forget it, I ran into Mr. Lassiter yesterday at the Ridgemont  
20 Mall, and he said the office is just falling apart with you gone. They don't get many good secretaries at Lassiter 

Fertilizers.' 

`Mom, that's sort of why I called.' 
'Yes, darling ?' 

`I want you to call Mr. Lassiter and tell him I won't be in on Monday morning.' 
25 ‘Oh ... Mary Ann. I am not sure you should ask for an extension on your vacation.’ 

'It's not an extension, Mom.' 

'Well, then why ...' 
`I'm not coming home, Mom.' 

 Silence. Then, dimly in the distance, a television voice began to tell Mary Ann's  father about the temporary  
30 relief of hemorrhoids. Finally, her mother spoke : ̀ Don't be silly, darling.' 

`Mom ... I'm not being silly. I like it here. It feels like home already.' 
'Mary Ann, if there's a boy ...' 
`There's no boy ... I've thought about this for a long time.' 
`Don't be ridiculous. You've been there five days !' 

35 `Mom, I know how you feel, but ... well, it's got nothing to do with you and Daddy. I just want to start making my own 
life ... have my own apartment and all.' 
`Oh, that. Well, darling ... of course you can. As a matter of fact, your daddy and I thought those new apartments 
out at Ridgemont might be just perfect for you. They take lots of young people, and they've got a swimming pool 
and a sauna, and I could make some of those darling curtains like I made for Sonny and Vicki when they got 
married.  

40 You could have all the privacy you ...' 

`You aren't listening, Mom. I'm trying to tell you I'm a grown woman.' 
`Well, act like it, then ! You can't just ... run away from your family and friends to go live with a bunch of hippies and 
mass murderers !' 

'You've been watching too much TV.' 

45 'OK ... then what about The Horoscope ?' 
`What?’ 

The Horoscope. That crazy man. The killer.' 
`Mom ... The Zodiac.' 
`Same difference. And what about ... earthquakes ? I saw that movie, Mary Ann, and I nearly died when Ava 
Gardner…………………;’ 

50  ‘Will you just call Mr. Lassiter for me?’ 
Her mother began to cry. `You won't come back. I just know it.' 
`Mom ... please ... I will. I promise.' 

`But you won't be ... the same!’ 
55  ‘No! I hope not. 
    Armistead MAUPIN Tales of the City, (1978) 

                                                 
1 A television program 
2
The daughter of an American millionaire who was kidnapped in California in 1974. 

3 A well-known rooftop bar in San Francisco offering spectacular views. 
4 A cocktail. 
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